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EU level: 

 Governance Regulation PLUS EU Climate Law have 

integrated the long-term dimension

New tools (e.g., NECPs), new mechanisms (integrated reporting, net zero 

progress, policy consistency,…), one new institution (EU Advisory Board)

National level: 

 Member States are making improvements on their own 

(e.g., climate framework laws, scientific advisory bodies, transition trackers)

Setting up better governance systems takes time and capacity…
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#1: Climate 
governance 
framework 
has been 
improved 
significantly
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Remaining weaknesses risk creating badly informed policy

 Implementation gaps

 Lack of quality in first set of NECPs, LTSs, … 

 Public participation gaps – Multi-level energy and climate dialogues?

 Diversity among Member States – national ownership?

 Minimum standards not high enough – many weak systems

 Structural problems! Long-term dimension neglected

 e.g., sequence of NECPs before LTSs. All attention on NECPs

 No EU LTS update in the laws…

 Blind spots. Also in Brussels. 

 COM not interested in long-term strategies

 No assessment framework for progress towards net zero

 Coordination among the many sectoral and thematic strategies?
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#2: …„limited 
visibility“: 
weaknesses
in the system
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Revise the Governance Regulation such that the information basis 
for targeted policymaking is enhanced, including the following:

 NECPs + LTSs as integrated process, to be treated en par

 Update the EU LTS. Regularly!

 Devise transition tracker methodology with “net zero indicators” 
(for planning, reporting, progress monitoring) – Semester link!

 Strengthen follow-up to country-specific recommendations

 Enhance public participation (specifics for MLECDs?)

 Strengthen national systems (ownership) in targeted fashion

 High-level political attention to long-term dimension (Council)

 Dialogue on best practices on long-term strategies – intra-EU

 Add focus on value of LTS also for regional and local level

 Invest in capacity (for DG CLIMA, for modelling, data, …)
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#3: key
improvements
going forward



Analysis of multilevel energy
and climate dialogues
Additional research coming from the
4i-TRACTION project

www.4i-traction.eu
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 101003884.
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Thank you for your attention!
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